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Creative Cultures for Good 2026 (replaces Cultural Award)

As part of the Youth Citizens Action Programme (YCAP) National Rounds, participating
teams are required to present two items: One cultural item and one social-ills item.

This item is designed to celebrate, educate, and honour South Africa’s rich cultural
heritage, while reinforcing YCAP’s commitment to active citizenship, social cohesion, and
mutual respect.

Purpose
This item provides learners with an opportunity to:

o Showcase South Africa’s diverse cultural identities, traditions, and national symbols

e Educate audiences on the meaning, history, or significance of a cultural element

e Promote inclusivity, understanding, and respect across communities

e Advocate, raise awareness and educate on pertinent social issues that are eroding our
communities and filtering into schools

e Build confidence in public speaking, storytelling, and cultural expression

This component consists of an entertainment and education elements that strengthens
cultural awareness, nation-building and awareness of pertinent social-ills.

What Qualifies?
1. Culture & Diversity Item:

May take many artistic and creative forms, provided it includes a clear educational and
explanatory element. Examples include, but are not limited to:

¢ An explanation of traditional clothing and its cultural significance

e A cultural dance, song, or poem, accompanied by an explanation of its origin or
meaning

o A spoken piece highlighting a cultural practice, language, or national symbol

e A short educational narrative or “fun fact” that meaningfully highlights South Africa’s
diversity

2. Social-ills Item:

May take many artistic and creative forms, provided it includes a clear educational and
explanatory element. Examples include, but are not limited to:

¢ An explanation to challenges that affect a group of people.
e These are challenges that schools, communities and the greater society are faced with
(separate/different from the main YCAP project).
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These can include but not limited to; gender-based violence, violence and
gangsterism, bullying, xenophobia, drug and substance abuse, learner pregnancy,
HIV/Aids, Mental health issues etc.

Social-ills are therefore; prevalent in nature, have rising statistics and very topical at
the current or said time.

Participants are encouraged to research, compose and perform this item on one relevant
social-ill, beyond awareness. Depending on the social-ill chosen, the item should include, for
example, elements on social cohesion, caring, respect, healthy lifestyle, medical care, regular
screening, etc.

The emphasis is on intentional learning — audiences should leave with new understanding,
insight and awareness relating to the topic at hand.

Key Guidelines

1.

Duration
The time allocation for this category will be as follows:

Culture and diversity item: 2 minutes
Social-ills item: 2 minutes
Total time allocation: 4 minutes

When it is rendered/performed
This item can be practiced at provincial rounds but the awards round is only taking
place by the YCAP national finalists at the YCAP National Championships.

Relationship to the project topic
The Creative Cultures for Good item should focus on the team’s project topic but can
be a different topic if they prefer.

Educational requirement
Every item must include a clear explanatory or educational segment to ensure all
audience members understand the cultural lesson or message being shared.

Eligibility
Team may on participate as part of a registered YCAP project entry. Stand-alone
submissions are not permitted.

Why This Matters in YCAP

YCAP is not only about problem-solving. It is about raising informed, empathetic, and
socially conscious citizens, which includes:

Respect for difference

Pride in heritage
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e Shared national identity
e Youth leadership grounded in understanding and inclusion

Through this component, learners are encouraged to recognise that active citizenship
begins with understanding one another, raising awareness on social ills, on the quest
to developing socially responsible youth.



